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Bloodstain saline extracts were prepared and "soluble fibrinogen" in the extract was measured by the hemagglutination inhibition technique. Total protein in the extract was also measured. Menstrual bloodstain extracts contained higher concentrations of "soluble fibrinogen" than did capillary bloodstain extracts.
The two types of stain were better differentiated by calculating soluble fibrinogen as a percentage of the total protein in the extract. Extra#{243}tsof capillary blood plus semen stain, and of capillary blood plus vaginal secretion stain, contained higher proportions of soluble fibrinogen than did blood alone. The results are interpreted and their use for aiding the identification of menstrual bloodstains in forensic science is discussed. forensic purposes. We believe that our results and the technique used may be of wider interest. 
Materials and Method

Results
The results of assaying soluble fibrinogen in four types of bloodstain extract are illustrated in Figure  1 . On this basis alone it can be seen that menstrual bloodstain extracts contain higher concentrations of soluble fibrinogen than do capillary bloodstain extracts. By expressing soluble fibrinogen as a percentage of the total soluble protein in the extract, one can differentiate more readily between menstrual bloodstains and capillary bloodstains ( Figure 2 ). Extracts of blood plus semen stain and of blood plus vaginal secretion stain contain higher proportions of soluble fibrinogen than do ordinary capillary bloodstain extracts (Figures 1 and 2) . The results are in Table 1 . 
